
At Alabama WMU, we are pleased to announce an exciting 
opportunity open to anyone who is interested in gaining or furthering
her or his leadership skills. Online leadership training is now available 
for leaders of all age-level WMU organizations and women’s ministry. 
Some of the many benefits of Alabama WMU’s online training are: 

Affordability
Working at your own pace, when you have time
Having the personal guidance of Alabama WMU consultants
Ease of use
Online registration and payment
Overall convenience

While it cannot replace Alabama WMU’s leadership training at Shocco
Springs each July, online training is a great option for leaders who need 
a refresher, who have recently become leaders, or who are unable to
attend training in July. The courses currently offered are:

How to Involve Preschoolers in Missions
How to Involve Children in Missions
How to Involve Adults in Missions
How to Involve Your Church in Missions
How to Involve Women in Women's Ministry
How to Involve Churches in Associational Missions.

These courses are designed to be completed one at a time and, on 
average, can be completed in two and a half hours. The cost is only $10
per person, per course, which includes all necessary materials. Once you
have completed a course, you are free to begin another if you so desire. 

One of the biggest advantages of Alabama WMU’s online training is
having the guidance of Alabama WMU consultants. Your answers will be

personally evaluated by the appropriate age-level consultant, and you will be given useful feedback, as well. If at any point you need
help, simply pick up the phone, or e-mail the consultant for assistance.

Upon completion of one of the online training courses, you will receive an official certificate of completion from Alabama
WMU. The courses also may be applied toward a Certificate of Missional Development from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary (additional fees apply), and they qualify for the Christian Growth Study Plan through LifeWay.
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Maryann Lee
Maryann has served as a ministry assistant at
Alabama WMU since October 2007. 

WMU has always played a big role in my

life. As a child I was very involved in

GA. Early missions education had a huge

impact on my life. I felt called to 

missions even as a child, and it was in GA

I said I was going to grow up and be a

missionary. In my teenage years, I began

participating in mission projects. This

solidified my call to missions, and I began

to know truly that this is what God was

calling me to do with my life. 

While in college I knew God was 

calling me to go overseas to serve Him

for a longer period of time. I applied to

be a Journeyman with the International

Mission Board and left to serve in

Kazakhstan in 2001. The people of

Kazakhstan are a wonderful and gernous

people, and I loved serving among them.

It was wonderful to know while I was

overseas that people were praying for

me with dedication back in the United

States. Many of those prayers came

through WMU. 

Getting to serve internationally was a

wonderful experience I will cherish

always. I believe I will serve overseas

again as a missionary, even if it is just

short term. But I love knowing I am still a

missionary right where I am if I am seek-

ing to serve God and share His plan of

salvation with others. 

Working for Alabama WMU has been

a learning experience. God has taught me

many things about myself, missions and

ministry. I know these are lessons I can

take with me wherever I may go in the

future. I am so glad for the role that

WMU has played in my life. 

The task may be enormous, but
the folks in Baldwin Baptist
Association know that nothing is
too big for our God. That’s why
in the wake of the overlwhelm-
ing Gulf Coast oil spill disaster,
they decided to take action.

For starters, a task force was
formed. Led by Director of
Missions Rick Barnhart, the ulti-
mate goal of the Love in Action Ministry Partners (LAMP) team is to bring families
together into a relationship with Christ. Here are some of the practical ways they are
seeking to help their fellow residents, along with ways you can help:

Love in Action Resource Center and Love in Action on Wheels:  The resource center 
houses a food pantry that has been connecting with local families in need and 
distributing food. For the past month, a tractor trailer mobile food pantry has 
been distributing food around the association to families. The trailer has been 
fitted with an air-conditioned pantry and waiting area. But, the tractor cab was
on loan for only one month. Pray for the donation of a tractor cab as well as 
funds for insurance, food and fuel for the pantry to continue this ministry. 
Christian Women’ s Job Corps and Christian Men’ s Job Corps:  One of the goals of 
the LAMP team is to start both a CWJC and CMJC ministry in the association. 
Two volunteers are attending national CWJC/CMJC training to begin the 
ministry. This is a lengthy process. Pray for funding and for volunteers to 
step up to serve in this life-changing ministry.
Scholarships:  The task force is seeking scholarships to assist working mothers 
with daycare costs. Pray for people who are willing to meet this need.
An advocate:  The LAMP team also is seeking someone who is willing to volun-
teer to serve as an advocate in assisting people in filling out claim forms. The 
mountain of paperwork involved in filing an oil-spill related claim is exceed-
ingly overwhelming to many of those who are in the greatest need.

One of the greatest challenges facing the association’s churches is a general unwill-
ingness to admit need. Many victims of this disaster are hard workers who have always
been self-sufficient, and asking for help is something they never thought they would
have to do. Many of the victims are not asking for help because they believe others are
in more need - even when they may not have food to feed their own families. 

Pray for wisdom for the task force as they seek to minister to victims of the Gulf 
oil spill disaster and to help find long-term solutions to very immediate problems
through ministries like ESL and GED classes, job services and literacy tutoring. 

“By providing for physical
needs on an associational
level, we are giving our
churches the ability to assist
these families in need and
minister to them locally,”
said task force member
Susan Bartholomew. “This
is a long process, and we
want to be here for the 
long term to help. We are 
passionate about helping
others in Baldwin County
for the sake of Jesus Christ.” 

Helping Alabama’ s Hurting Gulf

Coast Region

My
testimony

48926-1 BapWMU_Panorama-Nov04.qxd  10/27/10  2:24 PM  Page 2



The weather may not say “Christmas is on its way” but the
flurry of missions activity going on around the office of
Alabama WMU sure does! Within the past few weeks volun-
teers, along with staff, have stuffed and mailed more than half
of the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering (LMCO) material orders.
The phone is ringing as churches
seek out missions speakers. And
everything looks like Thailand 

as consultants and support staff prepare for the teaching 
of the International Mission Study. What fun it is that 
God allows us to be a part of the work He chooses to
accomplish throughout the world!
During the month of September, I had the pleasure of

participating in the field orientation of missionaries as 
they prepare to “go” where God has called them. Each time 
I stand before this group, I am reminded of the vast lostness 
of our world, and I am so grateful for those who answer the call
to go. However, when I leave, I carry with me the burden of responsibility that reminds
me they can only go when I - when we - remain steadfast. 
There is no doubt that all have been affected by the current financial crisis facing our

nation. My challenge to you as we enter this season of giving through the LMCO is that
we as Alabama Baptists remain steadfast. That we give as God lays upon our hearts, and
heed the advice of one missionary parent who said, “If we all just give a little bit more, it
will further His work!” 
Thank you for your steadfast hearts! May God be honored as we seek to support the

work He allows us to accomplish as Southern Baptists!

Candace McIntosh

Caring

Globally

Mark your
calendar
November

1 Baptist Women’ s World Day of

Prayer

16-17 Alabama Baptist State

Convention, Hunter Street Baptist ,

Birmingham

28-Dec 5 International Missions

Emphasis/Lottie Moon Christmas

Offering

December

Nov 28-Dec 5 International Missions

Emphasis/Lottie Moon Christmas

Offering

January

14-15 Student Missions Weekend,

WorldSong

29 Executive Leadership Team

Meeting, Baptist Building,

Montgomery

February

4-5 Acteens Activators Training,

WorldSong

11-12 Parish Nurse Training, Session 1,

Shocco Springs

13-20 Focus on WMU

19 Children’ s M inistry Day

26 Renew...one-day, First Baptist,

Prattville

28-Mar 1 State Evangelism

Conference, Gardendale FBC,

Birmingham
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This new, easy and affordable
leadership training opportu-
nity is being offered to you
through a joint partnership
effort of Women's Missions
and Ministries of the Florida
Baptist Convention, National
Woman's Missionary Union®
and Alabama Woman’s
Missionary Union.
Upon Alabama WMU’s

receipt of your completed
registration and payment, 
all materials needed for the
course will be mailed to you,
and you may begin the online training course when you are ready. There are no dead-
lines for when you complete the course. You truly work at your own pace - when and
where it is most convenient for you.
For more information about online leadership training, visit our website,

www.alabamawmu.org, and click on the “Training” tab in the bottom right corner of
the home page, or you may contact Pat Ingram at pingram@alsbom.org or
800.264.1225 ext. 292. If you prefer training in a classroom setting, Pat can provide
information about other training opportunities during the year throughout the state. 

Affordable Online Training Continued from cover
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This resource is made possible by gifts
given through the Kathleen Mallory
Mission Offering and the 
Cooperative Program.

National WMU’ s Website Gets A New Look

If you have not visited National WMU’s
website lately, www.wmu.com, you might
want to take another look. A complete 
re-design has made their site more user-
friendly and concise. You will find important
updates and valuable resources for leaders of
all age groups including planning calendars,
ways to connect with other leaders, clip art,
and ideas for missions involvement, mission
trips and families. In addition, the online
store has the same new look as the website.

Although you are still able to access indi-
vidual Web pages by using their old addresses
of missionfriends.com, gapassport.com,
acteens.com, womenonmission.com, etc.,
when you use those addresses, you will be
directed to the appropriate page of the new
wmu.com site. 

Take a few minutes to explore the new site,
and discover the latest information about
what is happening at National WMU. And
don’t forget to access Alabama WMU’s site at
alabamawmu.org for all the latest on what is
happening right here in Alabama.
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